December 14, 2003 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Mon., Dec.15, 2003 

Nm24:2-7,15-17a Mt21:23-27 
Mass -5:45 pm 

Office Hours - 9:00 am -12:30 pm, 1:00pm - 3:30 pm 
Tues., Dec. 16, 2003 
Zep 3:1-2,9-13 Mt 21:28-32 
Mass - 7:00 am 

Office Hours - 900 am - 12:30 pm, 1:00 pm - 3:30 pm 
4:30 pm - Communion Service, Bob Roseland home. 
7:00 pm - Liturgy Meeting 

Wed., Dec.17, 2003 
Gn49:2, 8-10 Mtl:l-17 
Mass -5:45 pm 
9:00- 12:00 - Food Pantry 
Office Hours - Closed 
6:00 pm - Youth Meal 
7:00 pm- Youth Formation Class 

Thurs., Dec. 18, 2003 
Jer 23: 5-8 Mt 1:18-25 
Mass - 7:00 am 

Office Hours - 9:00 am - 12:30 pm, 1:00pm - 3:30 pm 
Fri., Dec. 19,2003 
Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a Lkl:5-25 

No Mass 

Office Hours - 9:00 am -12:30 pm, 1:00 pm - 3:30pm 

Sat., Dec. 20, 2003 

Bar 4:5-12, 27-29 Lk 10:17-24 (week-day reading) 

Is 7:10-14 Lk 1:26-38 
9:00 - 12:00 noon- Food Pantry 
9:00- 10:30- Share Distribution 

4:00 - 4:30 - Reconciliation 
5:00 p.m. Mass 

Ministry Schedule: 

Music: Family Choir 
Each. Min.: Body: Diane Clarke 
Blood: Wayne/Pat Roe 
Charlie/Eileen Desmond 
Lector: Steve/Sue Colgan 
Servers: Jessica Schacher/Ryan Henrickson 
Bethany Ehresmann 
Usher: Bernard/Loretta Wiehl 
Gift Bearers: Please Volunteer 
Bread Baker: Christina Schweigerdt (all 3 Masses) 
Sacristan: Joe/Linda Schacher 
Sun., Dec. 21, 2003 
Mi 5:1 -4a Heb 10:5-10 Lk 1:3945 
8:00 a.m. Mass 

Ministry Schedule: 

Music: Regena's Minstrels 
Each. Min.: Body: Brenda Jacobs 
Blood: John/Cathy Wang 
Jessica Jacobs/Kathy Amiotte 
Lector:: Reeny Wilson/Jim Konechne 
Sen’ers: Matthew Jacobs/Dane Schroeder 
Hanna Schroeder 
Usher: Marc Jacobs/Don Everson 
Gift Bearers: Please Volunteer 
Sacristan: John/Cathy Wang 
9:00 - Rosary Prayer in Church 
9:00 am - Coffee/Donuts 
9:15 am - Youth Formation Class 
10:30 a.m. Mass 

Ministry Schedule: 

Music: Folk Group 
Each. Min.: Body: Gary Erickson 
Blood: Barb Erickson/Sharon Long 
Joan Piybl/Scott Sibermagel 
Lector: Brendan/Janette Murphy 
Servers: Stephanie Strand/Katie Strand 
David Strand 

Usher: Bette Stebbins/Rob Varilek 
Gift Bearers: Please Volunteer 
Sacristan:Gary/Barb Erickson 


Intentions: 

Sun., Dec. 14 - 8:00 am -For Parishioners 


FROM THE 
PASTOR’S DESK 



"What ought we do?" the crowds ask John, and he 
sends them to fulfill their calling. Doing the ordinary 
extraordinarily well is a step toward welcoming Jesus. 
(Luke 3:10-18) 


SPARKS FROM MARK: 


Last week before our liturgy I shared briefly 
about the passage from Acts of the Apostles 
7.54-8.3, the death of the Stephen. In which 
Stephen has a dream as he is being stoned of 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. In the 
biblical commentary Sacra Pagina, Luke 
Timothy Johnson interprets the standing as the 
traditional posture of those attending God in the 
heavenly court as we read in the scriptures 
Zechariah 3.1-8, Isaiah 6.2 and Luke 1.19, one 
who stands in the presence of God. 


Luke Timothy Johnson goes on to say that in 
the light of Stephen's plea to receive his Spirit, 
the posture of Jesus could symbolize acceptance 
or welcome; standing up is the corresponding 
posture of those who are to welcome the Son of 
Man. 


In standing to receive the Eucharist, which is 
again the norm in the United States, becomes 
for us the foretaste of the heavenly banquet in 
Kingdom of God. Standing to receive the 
Eucharist makes ourselves ready to welcome 
Christ into our lives as the source and summit of 
who we are. 


Luke Timothy Johnson insights into stoning of 
Stephen reminded me of the poem by James 
Filed, CFX entitled "Standing". 

STANDING 

Arise! Awake, Jerusalem, Arise! 

The power of God's Holy Word 

rallies his holy people, brings us to our feet. 

The Lord is our strength, our salvation, 

" The hills stand about Jerusalem; so does the 
Lord stand round about his people ..." 

We stand with the Lord, we stand together, 
side by side, taking our places among God's 
own people, the people he has raised up, 
the weak he has taken up from the dust, 
the poor he has lifted up from the ashes 


Jeremiah proclaims: 

" You are in our midst, O Lord, 
and you have named us yours." 
Arise! 

Awake, Jerusalem, Arise! 

The Lord stands with you now! 


Prayer Corner: Please remember in your daily prayers: 

Rose Ann Cartney - improved health 
Trish Kostel - improved health 
Justin Judy- improved health 
Joshua Weaver- improved health 
Elaine O'Donnell - for healing 
Judi James - for healing 
Matthew Bearden - improved health 
Eric Denekamp - improved health 


Youth Formation Happenings : 

Check out the website at http://olbh.org. Click on 
News and then click on newsletter. 

Do you have an older child who has not had 
the sacraments of Baptism and/or First 
Communion? We may be starting a class to 
help these children prepare for these 
sacraments. Call Brenda at 787-5168. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Baptism Prep: 1st Sunday of each Month. Call 
787-5168 to make an appointment. 

Youth Formation Holiday Schedule Grades P- 
5th - No Class on Sunday, December 21 or 28. 
Grades 6-12, No Class on Wednesday, 
December 24 or January 31. 

Youth Formation Activity All students grades 
6-12, will be going to the Elks theater on Wed., 
December 17 for the movie "Radio". No 
Wednesday meal will be served that night! 
Youth are asked to gather at the church at 6:15 
pm and will return at approx. 9:15 pm. 

Men's Club: will meet every Saturday 

morning from 8:00 am to 9:30 am in the 
Library. It will be a chance to pray with one 
another and share faith in Christ. Bagels and 
coffee provided. For more information, please 
call Mike Johnson at 716-9809 or Fr. Mark at 
787-5168. 

December 29, 30 and 31 there will be no 
downstairs activities at OLBH. The 
basement floor is going to be waxed on those 
three days. 

Mark Your Calendar! December 10&17: 

There will be a mini session about Mary and the 
Church, for adults, led by Msgr. Wm O'Connell. 
Please join the Wednesday night youth for their 
prayer service at 7:00 pm followed by the mini 
session about Mary and Advent. 


with his good news. 




Limo Lights There will be a Limo ride on 
December 28 for those that are 65 years of age 
and older to go into Rapid City to look at the 
Christmas lights. Appetizers will be provided. 
Please sign up in the gathering area. 

Advent/Christmas Caroling: Saturday, 

December 20, 2003. Chili supper after the 5 pm 
mass, followed by caroling. 2 flatbed trailers 
will transport carolers to the summerset 
development and stagebarn sub-division. Enjoy 
coffee and cookies after caroling. All ages are 
welcome. 

Adult Fellowship Group: Meets every Sunday at 
9:15 during Youth Formation Classes. All adults are 
welcome, but especially those who have kids in CCD. 
Share the faith, enjoy the fellowship! For more info. 
Call Mark at 341-6275. 

There will be a Christmas Party in 
appreciation for all the adult volunteers at 
OLBH. Fr. Mark and the staff invite you to a 
party in your honor on Tuesday, December 30, 
at 7 pm at Fr. Mark's home. You are the light of 
Christ's Love in the world. You make a 
difference in the life of our parish. Please allow 
us to show our appreciation! 

Ministry Schedule Ever get home and 
misplace your ministry schedule? Or you write 
your schedule on the calendar and then you 
need to swap with someone, but don't know 
their schedule? Now you can simply go to our 
website at http://olbh.org/ and click the Ministry 
link. In order to view the schedule, you will 
need Acrobat Reader, just like the bulletins. If 
you don't already have the free Acrobat Reader 
software, simply click the Acrobat Reader link 
on the same page. 

Christmas Program Rehearsal All children, 
pre-school - 5th grade, will practice for the 
Christmas program on Sat., Jan. 10 at 1 pm. 
Everyone is strongly encouraged to attend, so 
they are familiar with the program format for 
Sunday morning. 

Mark your Calendars for The Christmas 
Story In Rhyme Everyone is invited to the 
OLBH children's Christmas program and live 
nativity. It will be held Sunday, Jan. 11 at 9:15 
am. Following the program, there will be a 
reception in the basement - each family is asked 
to bring 1 dozen Christmas cookies or candy. 

DECEMBER 19 United Blood Services will 
have a blood drive on Dec. 19 from 3:00 pm to 
7:30 pm. They will need to have the basement 
door open at 1:30 pm. Any questions, you can 
contact Lisa at 342-8585. 

Christmas Concert : The Blessed Sacrament 
Parish, 4500 Jackson Blvd., invites you to the 
5th Annual "All Choirs" concert. Monday, 
Dec. 22 at 7 pm, followed by refreshments in 
the Parish Center. There is no admission 
charge. 


Job Opening Announcement: The Rapid 
City Catholic School Food Service 
Department is taking applications for 
substitute workers for St. Elizabeth Seton 
and St. Thomas More kitchens. This 
would be a paid on call position. If 
interested, you may fill out an application 
at either school office. For more 
information, call Rita at 348-1477 

Website Photo's If you haven't visited our 
website at http://olbh.org recently, you 
might want to go check out the new photos 
section. Photos have been added from the 
Live Nativity in January, the OxFam 
Banquet and 30 Hour Famine in March, 
Summerfest 03's Home Mass and amp. 
Parish Picnic, September's Youth 
Formation Kickoff and the NCYC trip. 
You can also find copies of all the 2003 
bulletins, submit items for the bulletin, and 
Ministry instructions for Altar Servers, 
Bread Bakers, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Lectors, Sacristans and Usher/Greeters. If 
you have any suggestions for the website, 
send an email to webmaster@olbh.org or 
call the office. 


Cyber - Prayer Corner 

Please remember these people in your daily prayers: 

- For a son - God's protection and direction 
- For a couple, Sylvia/Harvey to find a happy relationship 
- For a friend, Bill, that his health improves and he is healed. 
-For a friend, Eddie, that has many health problems. May he 
find the strength to survive the surgeries and be healed? 

-For healing of illness - Serine de Jesus & Joann 
For prayers to be delivered from poverty and to find a job, 
peace and hope. 

-For healing of Harvey 
-For hope in Youth Ministry 
-For Marriage Reconciliation 


STEWARDSHIP 

C-JJ. December 6 & 7, 2003 

— i Hpnpnl nnllortinnc 1 

*Loose- 

$994.99 

*Envelopes- 

$2406.00 

‘Votive - 

$7.50 

*Student - 

$74.26 

Intentions/Stipends - 

$20.00 

Donations - 

$1657.69 

Children's Home Society- 

$80.00 

Seminarian Fund - 

$145.00 

Building - 

$285.00 


$5,670.44 


* Amounts figured into the contribution income for the 
chart below. 


2004 Actual and Budgeted Income 


Dec. 6 & 7, 2003 
Last weekend 
$3,482.75 

Weeklv Budaeted 
$4,100.00 

Year to date actual 
$89,562.19 

Year to date budaeted 
$94,300.00 


Diocesan News: 

Introduction to Centering Prayer Will 
be held at St. Martin Monastery, Benedict 
Hall on December 20 at 1:00 pm to 3:30 
pm. There is a fee of $10.00 that will cover 
the cost of handouts and refreshments. 
Suggested reading: OPEN MIND, OPEN 
HEART, by Fr. Thomas Keating. 


For The Ride Home 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 14, 2003 

Scripture 

The LORD, your God, is in your 
midst, a mighty savior; he will rejoice over 
you with gladness, and renew you in his 
love, he will sing joyfully because of you, 
as one sings at festivals. (Zephaniah 3:17) 

My strength and my courage is the 
LORD, and he has been my savior. (Psalm 
12:2b) 

Then the peace of God that 
surpasses all understanding will guard your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 4:7) 

He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. (Luke 3:16b) 

Reflection 

Do you recognize the presence of 
the Lord in your life with confidence? 

How is God manifest in you and 
those around you? 

How do you respond to God's 
presence? 

And I have often said that there is a power 
in the soul that touches neither time nor 
flesh. It flows from the spirit and remains 
in the spirit and is wholly spiritual. In this 
power God is always verdant and 
blossoming in all the joy and honor that he 
is in himself. That is a joy so heartfelt, a 
joy so incomprehensible and great that no 
one can tell it all. For it is in this power 
that the eternal Father ceaselessly brings 
his eternal Son to birth. (Meister Eckhart) 




